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LONDON* April 17 <AP)— oppo 
William Manchester, author of 
the controversial book “Death 
of a President,” said today he 
expects to make $300,000 to 
$400,000 from the book. 

He told a news conference 
the Kennedy Library is expect 
ed to receive $5 million to $10 
million from the earnings of 
the book, dealing with the as- 
sassination of John P. Kennedy. 

Manchester said his earnings 
were “quite adequate” consider 
ing the task had taken him 
three years. 


opposite of our intention. The 
main beneficiary of the book 
was to be the Kennedy Li- 
brary.” 

He added that he was at all 
times ready to accept Mrs. 
Kennedy’s personal changes in 
the manuscript. What he ob- 
jected to was making political 
changes, he said. . , 


Manchester said a represent- 
ative of the Kennedy family 
who asked for these political 
changes told him they had to 
look to the political future of 
Robert P. Kennedy, the dead 
president’s brother. 

“I resisted making those 
changes — as any reporter 
would,” Manchester asserted. 


“I spent between $20,000 and 
$25,000 in expenses during my 
research . ” Manchester said. 
“Under the terms of my agree- 
ment with the Kennedy family 
I can claim to be reimbursed 
for these expenses but I do not 
intend to do so.” 

Manchester said this was the 
only news conference he was 
giving and in doing so was 
honoring an agreement reached 
last year with his British pub- 
lishers. Michael Joseph Ltd. 
They are paying $100,000 for 
the British and commonwealth 
rights to “Death of a Presi- 
dent,” which was published 
here today. 

Manchester said he under- 
took the writing of the Ken- 
nedy book reluctantly. 

“I was chosen for the job | 
by Mrs. Kennedy. I don’t see 
how I could have refused her. 
I think it had to be done.” 


He said opposition from the 
Kennedys began only when 
they heard of large sums being 
offered for serialization rights 
of the book — which were as- 
signed to Manchester under 
their agreement. 

“At that stage,” Manchester 
said, “Mrs. Kennedy felt that 
the project was being commer- 
cialized and felt these receipts 
should go to the Kennedy Li- 
brary. In return, I was to have 
the full receipts from the book. 
I did not agree, since this 
would be a breach of our orig- 
inal agreement and, secondly, 
that if I had full receipts from! 
the book I would wind up mak- 
ing more money than the Ken- 
nedy Library, which was the 


